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ABSTRACT

Secre were some ideas for accelerating Indonesia’s K-12 education using other names then F5HI
% iwrisar Sekolah Berbasis Internasional or Prepared International Standard School) which already
Jomased by law, such as accelerated class or national school plus. While this class charge higher rute
wather than common class, many parents merely hoping that English usage in class can accelerate their
S idven On the other hand, it should be develop critical thinking skills for students to differentiate
o ~wlerated class from others. This research tried to find evidence and uncover critical thinking skills
Jevelapment in accelerated class. Whole study took place in North Sulawesi with 19 school in K-]2
prade (from elementary until high school), and collect data from observation, interview also
swestsomaire. There are some important key results from it, which are: (1) the assumption of accelerated
sans herween mevely English usage or critical thinking skill, (2) teachers and students wish in creating
aritioa! thinking skill outcome from learning process, (3) teacher having difficulties in planning critical
sunbang skill effort in class, (4) students somehow want critical thinking skill is being held in
o ~eievated class using proper learning process, and (5) good facility and English usage is not encugh
fo wccelerated class with such high rate.

ke word : Creative Thinking Skills; Development; Accelerated Class
I TRODUCTION

lucomesia as one of ambitious development country has many dreams in its education progress. One of
L 1is dream is how W create better generation in future using accelerated education. Gomng buck in
¥ there were some ideas which are generated into real life program named as RSBI (Rintisan
Lo sk Berbasis Inernasional or Prepared International Standard School). While this RSHI later
Sonwdy diposed by law, it is stll come across in Indonesia’s K-12 education using other names, such
b woreeruied class of national school plus.

Lvon thongh there we many researchers, Indonesian researchers also foreign researchers, slresdy
terved empinical endences about this kind of education style, people still believe this can make thew
@ dren getung better education for their brighter future. However, accelerated class masily doang hew
Sose wmang Foghsh language in thewr leamning process, thus the schoul would be vamped
Seicrnational Standard” and differentiate students as from other “common schood” (Colerman, 200
"M}; “'hlk lheu IMM“.IMI &lmﬂll ale 'ﬂlm‘ nuwe .'"m“, there ae also m P eute
S them, thus they grows in very quickly and making Indonesia s one of the hghest mumbier
lsernmtional School compared o other south cast Asia countriesd Cinangar, 2017, Nugrabene, 2011}
However, the label of “International School” has alicady lost ie permt bused upun new rule whaeh
Serely allow “International School” as school which has expatriace children msade i, Wik sabor Clek
bere to access/download;Title Page; Thinking Skill 18122019 - with author pedf st local soudenss
(Lizuww, 2015; Mariati, 2007, Purnomo, 2012, Rinalds & Saroh, 2016) Thus, many schools changs v
laels and creating other form as accelerated class inside their school
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On the other hand, others assumed that accelerated class in school is not merely about teaching using
English, but it should leverage students within their critical (hinking skill and teachers would be able to
exploit further innovative methods rather than in common class, Because of one most important thing
in educational success should be include thinking skills consistently (P. A. Facione, 2000). However,
this assumption does not have any supporting data while many schools which claiming their accelerated
schools already charge more expensive rate comparing to common school. Many parents would love to
pay more for this kind of class and hoping their children would have better education, better learning
process and better skill than others(Ginanjar, 2017; Ipnugraha, 2013). But it seems that they are
confused while being asked what kind of better skill they are hoping for their children,

While this phenomenon is still happening in Indonesia, with many different terms and definitions, many
education experts also questioning how these schools really can accelerate students in any other way
rather than just charge more rate to parents (Herlinda, 2018). This acceleration still needs more
explanation, whether it is a better understanding towards learning material, or better children
development or even better critical thinking skill. However, critical thinking skill is still becoming
hottest issue in this accelerated class, since that its rate is very expensive comparing to common class

(Siregar, 2018).

While critical thinking is one of essential skill which students should be possessed, it also needed by
eachers as well (Ariyana, Pudjiastuti, Bestary, & Zamroni, 2018; Ginanjar, 2017; Mariati, 2007,
Purnomo, 2012; Putri, 2010). Thus, critical thinking skill should also be built from teachers before it
goes 10 students, While this can be interpreted that critical thinking is skill which required instructions
and practice, not merely commong learning process in class (Snyder & Snyder, 2008). So, it should
focus on instructional strategies and assessment techiques rather than in using English as students’ main
language in class.

It means that eritical thinking should be the main reason why parents put their children into accelerated
class and pay more rather than just hoping that their children learning English as main language in class
(Purnomo, 2012; Rinaldi & Saroh, 2016). However, there arc many researchs that still believe (and
even from local government point of view) that accelerated class in Indonesia (and some Asian countries
also (Coleman, 2009b)) that English is one of the most important thing to differentiate “those students”
from others. ' '

Thus, this research tries to find evidences from schools which have accelerated class, whether they
really can improve learing process, especialy leveraging critical thinking skill rather than just enjoying
English in their class for any subject. While most of accelerated classes charge parents with higher rate,
this research tried to pull sample survey and analyze it whether it really worthed for parents putting
their children in accelerated class, or there should be another improvement for school with such class
in order to make themselves as worthy as they advertised to public.

This research took place in North Sulawesi and took whole RSBI school as sample of accelerated class
population in every level of K-12 education which are: elementary, junior high school and high school.
There are 19 schools included in this research which are: 8 from elementary schools, 5 junior high
schools and 6 high schools. We were trying to observe as well as interviewing and taking some
document samples to find proper evidence which will be analyzed later.

CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking skill itself in philoshophical point of view can be assumed as one of the most ideal

way for a person because it focuses on how he/she can do something in best situation (Sternberg, 1986).

It also stated that critical thinking should create students that can identifying problems and clarifyng

them as well as understanding and analysing them (Lai, 2011; Pithers & Soden, 2000). Thus, when
AQ
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students can have critical thinking skill, they should be able to (1) analyzing argument and claiming
evidence, (2) giving inductive or deductive reasoning, (3) also evaluating or judging and (4) making
decision while solving problems comprehensively (P. A. Facione, 1990; Lai, 2011).

Critical thinking is essential because of it will lead students in problem solving and it should teach
students “how to think™ rather than teaching them “what to think™ which leads into higher order of
instructional design strategies (Snyder & Snyder, 2008). 1t also need to change the teachers from
“teacher role” into facilitator (Lai, 2011; Sternberg, 1986, 1987), which means that teachers

pocelerated class who want really achieve critical thinking skill for their students should also change
thei role.

Critical thinking can also be achieved by changing its evaluation style in class, which start questioning
stodents such guestions: “what is my goal in leaming this?”, “how is my progress?” and so on (N. C.
Facione, Facione, & Giancarlo, 1994; P. A. Facione, 1990, 2000; Lai, 2011). Thus, it means that
reachers should not use old-fashioned style in their evaluation, such as multiple choice, common essay
or brief answers. They should create problem solving evaluation and based upon some definite project
along its learning process.

Critical thinking evaluation is considered in various ways by many researchers. Some using
collaboration approach in its evaluation (Gokhale, 1995), or using CCTDI (California Critical Thinking
Disposition Inventory) which created by Facione (N. C. Facione ctal., 1994; P. A. Facione, 1994:'1. 2000),
and also challenging students in for their ideas in identifying and analyzing problems (E.nms. 1993;
Fisher, 2001; Pithers & Soden, 2000). These evaluations can not be done simultaneously, since that all
of them need different approach by teachers, and it depends by learning environment also by students’
capability in doing leaming process.

So. teachers should choose what kind of evaluation So, critical thinking as main purpose in accelerated
class should also do the same thing, change its Leachers’ role also revolutionize its evaluation styles,
while maintaining English usage in its class. However, it is still need empirical evidence which will be
explained later in this rescarch. This evidence should become foundation of suggestion or maintaining
the learning process in accelerated school itself.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research using field study in order to collect data from whole schools which have accelerated class
in North Sulawesi. Using expost facto method which means identifying something that has already
happened, we used interview, observation and document study to prepare whole needed data. As
mentioned previously about the schools as object, we tried to dig deeper about this critical thinking
skills in students also for the teachers who take responsibility in class.

Observation in this research took time approximately 3 - 4 day for each school which done altogether
with interview process. In observations, we tried to sit in the class and watching how the evaluation and
learning process in accelerated class happened everyday. We also ligthly interrupted teacher in the
middle of class, commonly in short break moment, to do interview to teachers also to students. In the
end of observation process, we gave them questionaire in order to confirm our conclusion which will
be explained later in this research.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Observations result have similarity among all schools which have aceelerated elass in it. Mostly all of
them merely using classical leamning process (78%) that means they just focusing on explanation to
students in class, while using English as their main language. Teachers and students also agreed that
using English has already made them feeling special and different with “common class”, It means that
they do not realized what accelerated class purpose form beginning and still focusing on language usage
rather than learning process or even evaluation result, It also proofs that English usage in K-12 schools

70
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students, they rarely use problem based lesrming m even project basad lesrmng w4 their mam lastning
process, About YK% teachers using memorizing in their evabuation, and 41% wseng ovtation m it while
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commanly done by creating project that has giide from text bk Sarely, this is (el sasmmption feam
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Interview results have confirmed previous ohwervation resull in this tesearch. Intersiew beng dome 1o
teachers, some students as sample population and also headmaster of schond Mot teachers (abent APy
beheved that English usage and good class facility (air conditioner, 11 progestor and comfortable
chair and desk) are the main reason of being accelerated class, rest of themn beliesed that students” output
(pood result in final exam and decent English skill) are the mam reason. It is similar with headmasters’
opimion when they are being asked what the main reason is of becoming accelerated ¢lass,

However, some students have different ideas of becoming inside accelerated class, Nearly 50% have
opinion that being inside accelerated class means that they are in dfferent level comparing with commeon
class, Being different should be praven by how good they are solving problem in real life and how can
they have better understanding in learning process. Rest of themn and some minor voices told us that
accelerated class merely different in English usage and its facility rather than learning process and its
evaluation. They somehow satisfied with their different social level in school and society within become
accelerated class’ member,

While both teachers and students being asked about critical thinking skill, which includes memorizing,
analyzing and identifying problems, evaluating and judging also making decision of problems, most of
them still confuse about this concept. Most teachers thought those mentioned components of critical
thinking are not completely being taught in accelerated class. Even though most of them have good
facility which can support critical thinking skill learning process, they rarely used them all. Teachers
mostly tought (zbout 50%) that making decision is depend on students’ ability and personality and it
can not be taught inside class. Thus, they did not believe that critical thinking skill is teachable among
students of accelerated class properly,

On the other hand, students felt different about critical thinking skills in accelerated class. While they
were being explained about critical thinking skill during interview process, most of them (more than
50%, agreed thal critical thinking skills are essential for their life skill in the [uture. Especially for high
school students who mostly already thinking about college life, they realized that critical thinking is
highly recommended skill for them to acquire, Thus, this different point of view creating invisible gap
between teachers and students of accelerating class. However, most of students are not brave enough to
express their want 1o (eachers in the class, This attitude caused by Indonesian culture which commonly
very “polite” o elder people (in this case is their teachers), which creating this invisible gap.

Last step of this research is spreading questionaire which merely ensuring what observation and
interview result in the end, The result of questionaire actually underlining what has teachers and
students already answere in previous sessions, More than 80% of teachers in accelerated class said that
they still use paper-pencil test which means they merely did memorize and less analyzing identifying
problems for evaluation style in class. Thus, there actually no difference between accelerated class and
common class. However, teachers having argument that this kind of test being done because of
Indonesia education system which have final national exam (Ujian Nasional or national test) which has

a
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multiple choice form and it is focusing on memorizing rather than analy zAng or even ldentifyling
problems,

Other result from questionaire is how critical thinking skill developed (n aceelermted elasa Most
teachers said that developing critical thinking skill which include implementing problem based fearning
o even project based leaming, really need careful and long plan in s preparation 1t At el by
using Fnglish as their main language in class, which is not becoming their mother tongue daily spoken

So, 1t become harder for teachers in creating such good instructional design in aceelerated elu

On the same point of view, students also hoping (that their teachers implementing different level of
learning process. When they are having explanation about eritical thinking skill, most students showed
their enthusiasm and wishing that they can have such skill. However, while most of their learning
enviranment seems not supporting this skill development. On the other hand, they still want their
teachers creating such leaming process in order to build critical thinking skill for them.

CONCLUSION

Accelerated class in Indonesia, which originally come from RSBI, has created such negative and also
positive image among parents, Some said that accelerated class merely gaining big profit with its
expensive rate and doing no improvement beside of its English usage in cluss. Some others said that
accelerated class really create great students with its facility and good learning process,

Assuming high rate of accelerated class, many parents and community hoping that it will create eritical
thinking skill for students inside it. However, many assumptions and different point of view struggling
without clear evidence. Even though some rescarchs already claimed that English usage in class of
Asian countries is not effective, still there are opinions against it. So, this research already found partial
evidence for claiming which assumption is correct, Whether English usage is enough already for
accelerated class, or critical thinking skill is more wanted in its learing process,

However, this rescarch tried to find empirical evidence in field without subjective judgement about
accelerated class, While field study which took place in North Sulawesi has already received its result,
then we can have some conclusion from it, There are some important key results from it, which are: (1)
the assumption of accelerated class, between merely English usage or eritical thinking skill, (2) teachers
and students wish in creating critical thinking skill outcome from learing process, (3) teacher having
difficultics in planning critical thinking skill ¢ffort in cluss, (4) students somehow want eritical thinking
skill is being held in accelerated class using proper learning process, and (5) good facility and English
usage is not enough for accelerated class with such high rate,

On the other hand, we can assume that teachers need proper training in ereating careful plan for critical
thinking skill effort in class, It is also need support from headmaster as school authority for i, thus,
accelerated class become really different, These evidences also need further field study to other
accelerated classes, whether they already try different approach for their own advantage in learing

process, It also need proper rescarch to elaborate teachers and students in order to ereate eritical thinking
skill for them,

Thus, we can also give some siggestions for school with accelerated elass based upon this research,
which are: (1) there should be further taining for teuchers (o create Instructional design for eriticul
thinking skill, (2) role change for teachers, from information source into facilitator to let students
improve their critical thinking, (3) English usage perhaps not becoming most important fuctor for
aceelerated class output, while most students do not really want it and on the other hand parents merely
pay higher rate just for their pride,
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